
CHAPTER – II 
MAJOR POLITICAL THINKERS –II 

 
ONE MARK QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS 

 
 
1. When was J. S. Mill born? 

J. S. Mill was born in 1806, in London. 
2. Who was the founder of utilitarianism? 

Jermy, Bentham, a political philosopher of England.     
3. Who trained J.S. Mill? 

His father James Mill and John Austin. :  
4. Where did J.S. Mill work during 1823 to 1856? 

   He worked in East India Company from 1823 to 1856.  
5. Whose biological speculations changed the thoughts of J.S. Mill? 

Herbert Spenser, Darwin August Compte.  
6. Name any 2 works of J.S. Mill? 

Essays on Liberty, Consideration on Representative government. 
7. Who was the champion of individualism liberty?  

J.S. Mill. 
8. What is the meaning of 'Laissez faire'?  

Complete freedom for the individual in economic matters from the state 
intervention.  

9. What is responsible for the progress of the society according to J.S. Mill?  
The liberty of the individual.  

10. Who said over himself over his own body and mind individual is sovereign? 
J.S. Mill 

11. What are the two aspects of an individual? 
 Self-regarding 
 Other regarding actions. 

12. Who wrote Essays on Liberty? 
J.S. Mill. 

13. Mill believed in what type of government? 
The Representative government. 

14. Which type of education is advocated by Mill? 
The Universal Education. 

15. To whom an extra votes to be given as viewed by Mill. 
To an educated adult. 

16. Which form of government safeguard minorities? 
The Democratic government. 

17. Who is the father of scientific socialism? Karl  
  Karl Marx. 
18. Who propounded communism? 
  Karl Marx. 

 



19. Which work of KarlMarx called the Bible of communication? 
The Communist Manifesto. 

20. Name the eminent French schools who were contemporary of Marx?  
  Pierre Luroux, Louis Baluc, Produdhon, Bakuwin and Potkin. 
21. Mention the two newspapers of Marx in which he was associated. 

Rhenis Times and Newyork Tribune. 
22. Who was the closest associate of Marx? 

Friedrich Engles. 
23. Who was the closest associate of Marx? Friedrich Engles. 

 From the German thinker Hegal. 
24. From whom Marx borrowed the idea of Dialectical Materialism? 

Karl Marx. 
25. Who said "History is full of class struggle"? 

Karl Marx. 
26. Who said "Religion is opium to the people"? 

Karl Marx. 
27. Name the society founded by J. S. Mill.  

  Utilitarian Society. 
28. When was Karl Marx born. 

Karl Marx was born on 5th May 1818 in Trier in Germany. 
29. Who said state withers away after the establishment of proletariat 

dictatorship? 
Karl Marx. 

30. Name the present communist countries? 
China, Cuba, North Korea. 

31. When did Russian Revolution take place? 
October 1917. 

32. On what principle is Non-violence based on? 
Shanthi, Ahimsa (peace and non-violence) 

33. What is superior to violence? 
Ahimsa. 

34. What is Non co-operation? 
It means withdrawing of co-operation from the government when it follow the 
path of injustice. 

35. When did Gandhiji for the first time launch satyagraha? 
On September 1906 in South Africa. 

36. What is Satyagraha? 
It implies holding fast to truth. It is a technique of Non-violent resistance to all the evils 
and injustice. 
 

37. What is Hijjarat? 
It means voluntary migration of people from the place of residents to another 
place to oppose injustice of the oppressor. 
 

38. What Sarvodaya? 



Sarvodaya is a spiritual movement of buiWing up a new social order for the 
up\iftment and welfare of all the people in the society. 

 
39. Who started sarvodaya movement? 

  Kaka Kalelkar, Acharya Vinoba Bhave and Jayaprakash Narayan. 
40. Who helped Ambedkar for his studies? 

  Sayaji Rao Gaekwad, the Maharaja of Baroda helped Ambedkar. 
41. Mention the Newspapers started by Ambedkar. 

Bahishkrit Bharat. 
42. Which university awarded Ph.D. to Ambedkar? 

Colombia university of America 
43. Which association founded by Ambedkar? 

Bahishkrit Hitakarini sabha 
44. When did Ambedkar converted to Buddism? 

On October 14th 1956. 
45. Who was the chairman of drafting committee of Indian constitution?  

  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
46. What is the name of the college founded by Ambedkar?  

  "Siddhartha College" in Bombay. 
47. Who criticised Gandhiji in the Round Table Conference held in England?  

  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
48. Who fought for the rights and liberties of the untouchable? 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
49. When was Ambedkar awarded the Bharat Rathna? 

Posthumously he was awarded in 1990. 
50. Where did Ambedkar received his early education? 

In Satara and in Bombay. 
51. Mention the names of Dr. Ambedkar's parents? 

His father Ramji Sakpal and mother Bhima Bai 
52. Where did Ambedkar start his law practice? 

In a Bombay High Court. 
53. Who was the first Law Minister of Nehru's first cabinet? 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
54. Name the Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi. 

My Experiments with Truth. 
55. Mention two influences on Gandhi. 

  His mother Puthali Bai, The epics Ramayana and Maha Bharata. 
56. Mention two works of Mahatma Gandhi. 

a. Indian Home Rule or Hindu Swaraj. 
b. Sathyagraha in South Africa. 

57. What is Albert Einstent view on Mahathma Gandhi? 
"Generations to come will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and 
blood walked upon this earth". 
 

58. When Gandhi was assassinated?  



  Mahatma Gandhi was assasinated on 30th January 1948. 
59. When was Ambedkar born?  

  Ambedkar was born on 14th April 1891. 
60. Who is called the champion of liberty?  

  J.S. Mill. 
61. In which year did Marx published the communist manifesto? 

Marx published it in 1848. 
62. Who is the author of "Essence of Christianity". 

Feuerbach 
63. When was Mahatma Gandhi born.  

  Mahatama Gandhi was born on 2nd October 1896. 
64. Where was Mahatma Gandhi born. 

Mahatma Gandhi was born at Porbandar. 
65. Write the central idea of liberty.  

Mills conception of liberty advocates individual freedom with minimum 
interference from the the state. 

66. Where was Ambedkar was born? 
He was born as the 14th child to Ramji Sakpal ad Bhimabai of Mahar 
Community in Maharastra. 

67. Name the topic on which Ambedkar took his doctorate. 
"National dividend for India" from Colombia University U.S. 

68. What is the slogan of Ambedkar to depressed classes. 
Educate, Unite and Agitate. 

69. Who started Sarvodaya? 
Kaka Kalelkar, Acharyavinoba Bhave, Jayaprakash Narayan. 
 

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS 
 

1. Mention the works of J.S. Mill. 
The works of J.S. Mill are: 

(a) Essays on liberty. 
(b) The Subject on Representative government. 
(c) The subjection of women. 
(d) Women suffrage. 

2. Briefly mention the early life of J.S. Mill.  
He was born at London in 1806. His father James Mill was a famous utilitarian 
thinker. J.S. Mill was trained by his father and John Austin. He began his 
education at the age of 3. At the ages of 16 mill, founded utilitarian society. 

3. Mention the types of freedom required for individual's personality 
development according to Mill. 

The types of freedom required for individuals personality development according to 
Mill are : 
a. Freedom of conscience. 



b. Liberty of thought and expression. 
c. Liberty of association. 
d. Liberty to pursue his vocation of life. 
e. Liberty of religion and morals. 

 
4. According to J.S. Mill what are the essential elements of the 'Theory of 

Liberty'? 
Mill's theory of liberty is based on three essential elements. 
a. Giving importance of individuals life with strong desire and impulse concerned 

to him alone. 
b. The talents of an individual and its benefits is not only essential to himself but 

also to the social welfare. 
c. Opposition to social customs and traditions may harm the development of 

individuals. 
 

5. Why Mill did not believe in secret ballot? 
He was of the opinion that the secret ballot does not eliminate bribary, corruption 
selfishness and intimidation but encourages to practice all illegal activities that is 
why he was not in favour of secret Ballot. 

6. What are the important features of communism? 
Some of the basic Principal of Communism are. 
a. Dialectical matenalism. 
b. Materialistic interpretation of history. 
c. Theory of surplus value. 
d. Class war. 
e. Dictatorship of the proletariat. 
f. Withering away of the state. 
 

7. Mention writings of Karl Marx.  
 Writing of Karl Marx are; 

a. The Poverty of Philosophy. 
b. The Communist Manifesto. 
c. The Critique of Political Economy. 
d. Value, Price and Profit. 
e. Das Capital. 
f. The Civil War in France. 

8. What is meant by theory of surplus value? 
Surplus value is equal to the difference between the price of the commodity and 
the amount paid to the labour as wages. This way caplitalists exploit the laborers. 
Surplus value is created by the labourer but taken away by the employer. 

9. How Marx divided the history into four stages of societies? 
Marx divided History into four stages, they are: 

a. Primitive Commurusir. 
b. Ancient Stage. 
c. Age of Feudalism. 
d. Age of Capitalism. 



10. How state withers away? 
The dictatorship of the proletariat through revaluation wipes out capitalist system 
and its evil and establish class-less society, where the workers will rule.  All the 
means of productions will nationalized and slowly state withers away. 

11. What is the meaning of Satyagraha? 
Satyagraha means 'holding fast to truth' satyagraha is a technique of non-violent 
resistance to all the evil unjust, impure by love. 

12. On what principle is Non-Violence based on? 
Non-Violence is based on 3 principles. 
(a) Strike or Hartal. 
(b) Picketing 
(c) Social Ostracism.  
13. Mention the features of Sarvodaya? 
  Some of the features of sarvodaya are: 

a. State less society. 
b. Against representative democracy and political parties. 
c. Equality and liberty. 
d. Importance on physical efforts. 
e. Grama Rajya etc. 

14. What is self regarding actions. 
According to J. S. Mill self regarding action means permitting individual 
complete freedom. State should not interfere because it is not affecting any one 
other than person concerned. 

15. What is others regarding Actions? 
Other Regarding Actions performed by the individuals would affect others. Its 
consequences are not just restricted to the individuals but also others and the 
society. 

16. What is the role of the government according to J.S. Mill? 
According to Mill government must perform only moral functions. The state 
should not interfere with self regarding actions. State intervention with other 
regarding actions is to prevent harm to others. 

17. What is minority representation? 
According to Mill in a democratic form of government minorities are under 
represented. He felt there is need for their adequate representation through 
proportional representation. 

18. What is the role of education in elections? 
According to Mill "On the right to vote in a democracy, universal education must 
precede Universal adult franchise". He was against uniform voting. He advocated 
the role of education as a measure of voting rights 

19. Why should the propertied class given the right to vote? 
Mill advocated Tax and Property as qualifications for the voters. He believed that 
those who pay taxes would be responsible in discharging their duty as a citizens 
of the state. Tax payers and propertied class show great interest towards 
government policies and programmes. 

20. What is the cultural idea of liberty? 



Mill's conception of liberty advocates individual freedom with minimum 
interference from the state. Absolute liberty has to be granted the the people. 

21. What is self regarding actions? 
Self regarding actions performed by individuals. The possible consequences, 
good or bad are borne by the individuals themselves as qualifications to be 
voters. Mill believed that tax payers will be very responsible because it is their 
hard earned money and those who own property will have a personal interest in 
the working of the Government. 

22. Why Marxism called scientific socialism. 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in their book Communist Manifesto listed the 
evils of capitalism. They also provided an alternative to end capitalism on logical 
and scientific basis. Hence it is called as "Scientific Socialism". 

23. Mention various kinds of Satyagraha. 
Various kinds of satyagraha are non cooperation, hartal, social ostracism, 
picketing, civil disobedience, Hijarat, fasting and strike. 
 

24. What is Hartal? 
Hartal means cessation or stopping of business as a method of protest. It should 
be volutary and non-violent. 

25. What is non co-operation. 
Non co-operation means withdrawal of cooperation. Non co-operation 
emphasises the purity of means as well as ends. 

26. What is social ostracism. 
Social ostracism is the social boycott of those who do not extend their co-
operation to the non-coperation movement of the sathyagrahis. 

27. What is civil disobedience? 
Civil disobedience means not obeying all laws which are not based on justice. 
Gandhiji called it as a complete, effective, and bloodless substitute of armed 
revolt. 

28. What is Sarvodaya? 
Sarvodaya is not a new economic thought. It is a new way of life. It aims at the 
welfare of all the people i.e. "sarve Jano Sukhino Bhavantu" is the main aim of 
Sarvodaya. 

29. What is Partyless Democracy? 
Sarvodaya is against party systems. The person belongs to sarvodaya movement 
should not seek power. Gandhi considered party system as a tyranny of the 
majority and also considered that the rich, selfish and influential politicians 
misuse the government power and suppress the poor and the needy. 
 
 

30. What is Grama Rajya? 
Sarvodaya believes in Rama Rajya decentralization of power. The establishment 
of  village government, where every village would be self -governing and self-
sufficient administrative depend upon no one. 

 
 FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
1. Explain the early life and works of J.S. Mill? 



J.S. Mill was born in London in 1806. His father James Mill was a famous utilitarian 
thinker. J.S. Mill was trained by his father and John Austin. J.S. Mill was a great 
logician economist etc.  
The works of J.S. Mill are: 

 Essays on liberty, consideration on representation government, system of logic 
Enfranchisement of women, utilitarianism, women suffrage and Three essays on 
religion. 

  
2. Explain the views of J.S. Mill on the Individual liberty. 

The views of J.S. Mill on the Individual liberty are: He stood forth as an advocate 
of individuality and gave supreme importance development of the individuals in all 
the ways. The over all progress of the society is largely depend upon the liberty of the 
individual. Along with the development of an individual in his internal and external 
pursuit lies the good of the society. That is why he said "over himself, over his own 
body and mind, the individual is sovereign". 

 
3. Discuss the two aspects of an individual. 

Acccording to J.S.Mill, there are two important aspects which the individual has to 
practice. 
(a) The individual aspect concerned himself alone. 
(b) The social aspect. 
The individual aspect is of two kinds i.e., 
(a) Self-regarding. 
(b) Other regarding. 

Self regarding of an individual should not be controlled by the state. But while 
performing work an individual should give importance of other members of the 
society. For the interest of all the individuals state can exercise its authority to 
prevent in harming others. 

4. Write a note on 'Minority Rights' of Mill. 
Mill was aware of the danger and weakness of democracy. In his book, 

"Reflections on representative government" Mill explained several of its short 
comings. It results in the tyranny in the majority over the minority. In democracy 
minority will be tyrannized by the majority and for their proper representation and for 
their safeguard he said majority has no right over the minority feelings. He laid down 
educational qualification with plural voting and only those should be given the voting 
right who has the capacity to vote with intelligence and extra votes to be given to the 
properly educated adult. Mill preferred qualified democracy to protect minority and 
their rights. 

 
 
 

5. Discuss the qualification for a voter as identified by J. S. Mill. 
Though Mill did not oppose adult franchise, he considered intelligent and 
educated can save the state. He also insisted tax and property as qualifications for 
the voters. He strongly supported the role of education. He insisted for 
educational qualification to voters. 
 

6. Explain the theory of surplus value. 



According to Marx the basis of wealth is labour. The labourer is the real creator 
of value and not the capitalist or capital. But the labourers are not paid their full 
share by the capitalists. Labourer creates two values i.e. necessary values and 
surplus value. Surplus value is equal to the difference between the price of the 
commodity and the amount paid to the labourer. The surplus value that is the 
profit is taken away by the capitalists. This shows the degree of exploitation of 
labourer by the capitalist. 
 

7. Explain the briefly the early life of Karl Marx. 
Karl Marx was born at Trier in Germany on S* May 1818. His parents were Jews 
and His father Herschel Marx was a legal practitioner. He studied in Bonn and 
Berlin Universities. At Bonn University he studied law, history and philosophy. 
In 1841, he got his 'Doctorate' from Jena University. He worked as an assistant 
editor of "Rhenish Times" a liberal newspaper, later became its chief editor. In 
France he came into contact with many eminent scholars like pierre, luroux, 
louis, proudhon etc., He married Jeni Faun Westfolhen and settled in Paris. In 
France he met Fredric Engels, a rich man and had a long lasting friendship till his 
death. Along with Engels he jointly wrote many books, famous one is a 
'Communist Manifesto'. One more great work of Karl Marx is 'Das capital'. 

8. Mention the principles of communism. 
The principles of communism are as follows: 
(a) Dialectical materialism. 
(b) Materialistic interpretation of history. 
(c) Theory of surplus value. 
(d) Theory of class struggle. 
(e) Concentration of capital 
(f)  Dictatorship of the proletariat,  
(g) Withering away of a state. 

 
9. Write a note on Dialectical Materialism. 

Dialectical Materialism, it is one of the primary principle of Marx, on its 
foundation the entire Marxism thought is standing. The idea of Dialectical 
Materialism was borrowed from German thinker Hegel. He believed that all the 
ideas of the world developed through the process of dialectic or struggle of 
opposites he held that the development history is taking shape through the process of 
diesis, anti-thesis and synthesis and finals reaching highest form of new thesis 
  
 
 

10. Explain Materialistic Interpretation of History of Karl Marx. 
According to Marx changes m society are the result of materialistic conditions. 
He interprets history in terms of economic and materialistic forces. It is the 
corner stone of Marxianl political philosphy. It means that all the phenomena of 
society have their origin in the material condition of life. It is the extension of 
the principles of dialectical materialism. It explains how the law of evolution of 



human society is occurred. It is a method where with the help of the past the 
future can be projected. 

 
11. Write a note on dictatorship-of proletariat. 

or 
How Dictatorship of the proletariat would be established according to 
KARL MARX 
To end the exploitation and oppression of the workers by the capitalists, Marx 
insisted for the total change and transformation of society. For transformation of 
society communist revolution is inevitable. To achieve more and more profit and 
ownership of means of production capitalists tend to produce large scale and 
monopolies all the economic activities which lead towards unhealthy competition 
among capitalizes.  Finally according to the predictions of Marx capitalism leads 
to misery and exploitation of the workers.  The precarious conditions of the 
workers strengthen them to revolt and over throw the capitalism and establish 
dictatorship of the proletariat class.  
 

12. Explain the importance of Sarvodaya society. 
In a sarvodaya society there will be freedom for all and equality. No 
discrimination on the basis of class and castes, no exploitation no injustice and 
equal opportunity to all to develop their personality. Though man is the centre of 
society but the interest of all given much importance. With the interest of the 
society lies the interest of an individual. The sarvodaya society will be a ideal 
social order where no one is lower or superior. The rule of the society is love and 
co-operation. This principle will be there in every walks of life. The sarvodaya 
was an ideal social order promoting welfare of all. 

 
13. What is civil dis-obedience? 

Gandhiji used the another technique of satyagraha i.e., civil disobedience, 
successfully to resist unjust laws and unjust treatment of south African 
government against the Indian settlers. This means not obeying the laws which 
are unjust. Civil disobedience based on the principle of unjust and anti social laws 
of the government. This method is to be used when negotiation and lawful 
methods are failed it is called civil because it is nonviolent resistance by the 
people who otherwise law abiding citizens. Disobedience demand discipline 
action of the people and their effort. 

 
14. What is Non co-operation? Explain its different forms. 

Non co-operation movement means withdrawing the co-operation from the 
government when government follow the path of injustice. This technique was 
first adopted in South Africa against the South African government in 1906 by 
Gandhiji and forced the government to repeal the repressive law and order passed 
against the Indian settlers. 

The different forms of non co-operation are: 
(a) Strike or Hartal 
(b) Boycott 



(c) Picketing 
 

15. What is Village Punchayat? Explain its importance. 
Gandhiji believed village as a unit of Ideal State. The ideal state should be self- 
sufficient and self - governing villages. Every village should be 'Republic or 
Punchayat' having full powers. Through co-operation, love, fraternity, truth, non-
violence and self-sacrifice democratic system can be introduced. Where each and 
every one makes their government. The democratic system works successfully 
with the principle of decentralization. The decentralised society based on equality 
enters into all the fields like social, economic and political. 
a. It gives social and political autonomous authority to each and every  
 village. 
b. It replaces the competition and social service. 
c. It implies liberty and equality. 
d. It encourages to create socialistic society. 
 

16. Explain briefly about Ambedkar's education? 
Ambedkar received his early education in Satara and Bombay. During his school 
days he faced humiliation and disgrace. After passing his intermediate he joined 
Elpinstone college, Bombay with the help of Maharaj of Baroda, Sayaji Rao 
Gaikwad. In 1912 he completed his graduation. He left to USA in 1913 to continue 
higher studies. He joined Columbia University New York and studied Political 
science, Philosophy, Anthropology, Sociology and Economics. He completed his 
post graduation in 1915. In 1916 he was awarded Ph.D. Ambedkar left USA and 
went to England and joined the famous London school of Economics and Political 
science in October 1976. He studied law in 'Grays Inn' for law. 
He also studied in Bonn University in Germany in 1923, he was called to the bar and 
became barrister. 

 
TEN MARKS QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS 
 

*Analyze the Ideas of Mill on Liberty.  
Mill's theory of liberty is based on three essential elements. 
d. Giving importance of individuals life with strong desire and impulse concerned 

to him alone. 
e. The talents of an individual and its benefits is not only essential to himself but 

also to the social welfare. 
f. Opposition to social customs and traditions may harm the development of 

individuals. 
 
Acccording to J.S.Mill, there are two important aspects which the individual has to 
practice. 
(c) The individual aspect concerned himself alone. 
(d) The social aspect. 
The individual aspect is of two kinds i.e., 
(a) Self-regarding. 



(b) Other regarding. 
Self regarding of an individual should not be controlled by the state. But while 
performing work an individual should give importance of other members of the 
society. For the interest of all the individuals state can exercise its authority to 
prevent in harming others. 

 
The types of freedom required for individuals personality development according to 
Mill are : 
f. Freedom of conscience. 
g. Liberty of thought and expression. 
h. Liberty of association. 
i. Liberty to pursue his vocation of life. 
j. Liberty of religion and morals. 

1. Discuss the features of communism. 
a. Dialectical materialism: 
b. Materialistic interpretation of History: 

I. Primitive communism: 
II. Ancient stage: 

III. Age of feudalism: 
IV. Age of capitalism: 

c. Theory of surplus: 
d. Theory of class war or Theory of class struggle 
e. Dictatorship of the proletariat: 
f. Withering away of the state: 

2. Explain techniques of Sathyagraha   
a. Non co-operation movement  
I. Strike or Hartal: 

II. Picketing: 
III. Social ostracism: 
b. Civil dis-obedience : 
c. Fasting: 
d. Hijjarat: 

3. What is Sarvodya? Explain its features. 
Features of Sarvodaya: 
a. Stateless society: 
b. Against representative Democracy and political parties: 
c. Equality and liberty: 
d. Importance of physical efforts: 
e. Importance on moral values: 
f. Grama Rajya Village Panchayat: 

4. Explain the role played by Ambedkar in framing the constitution. 
a. Reservation : 
b. Fundamental rights : 
c. Education. 
d. Secularism 



e. Linguistic States 
f. Hindi as a national language 
g. Strong central govt. 
h. Economic and social democracy 
i. Untouchability 
j. Directive principals of State Policy 
k. Emergency Powers 
l. Federal structure 
m. Appointment of the Governor 
n. Election of the President of India 

 
8.Explain the Dr.Ambedker contribution to the uplitment of the weaker section of 
the community 
 
EMPOWERMENT OF THE WEAKER SECTION 
Fight against Untouchability,Educate-unite-agitate,Empowerment of 
women, reservation in education,employmentand politics.reformes for the of 
upliftment of weaker section. 
 Dr. Ambedkar was a rationalist revolutionary and a saviour of the down-tolden masses 
of Hindu Society since time immemorial. He strongly condemned the orthodoxy 
fanaticism and rigidity of the caste system. The Chaturvarna system was based on the 
denial of human values like liberty, equality and fraternity. The Hindu society is ridden 
with caste- system and the untouchability is the product of the caste system. The greatest 
problem which was a challenge to Dr. Ambedkar was the problem of untouchables and 
other various depressed classes of the Hindu society. They are the weaker sections of the 
Hindu Community, down-trodden, suppressed, exploited and harassed by the so-called 
higher castes. Even the intellectual reformers had no courage to start a movement to 
abolish the caste system and uplift these depressed classes. Dr. Ambedkar realised that 
unless the caste system was destroyed, there was no possibility of reforming Hindu 
society, on the basis of equality. He wanted to have an integrated society free from caste 
differences and prejudices. He has written in one of his books "Annihilation of caste", 
he wanted to expose the ills and evils of Hindu society based on caste system and 
eradicate the evils of untouchability and emancipate the untouchables and other weaker 
sections of the society. He waged many battles socially and politically targeting the upper 
class, particularly Brahmins and worked incessantly for the betterment of these weaker 
sections of the society. 
Dr. Ambedkar strongly believed that "the upliftment of the depressed classes is 
possible only through an initiative by the depressed classes themselves". The motive 
force for his life mission was provided by his own experience in his life. Even though he 
was against Brahminism, he never spoke a single word against it and never bore enmity 
against that caste. Similarly, he never identified any one of his friends or foes by caste. In 
fact, in the executive body of Bahiskrit Hitakari Sabha which launched the movement 
for uplifting the depresed classes, there were several forward caste people. 
Dr. Ambedkar differed with Gandhi in the upliftment of the untouchables. While Gandhi 
held that the removal of untouchability is the responsibility of the upper caste people, as 
an act of penance or attainment, Dr. Ambedkar pleaded that the untouchables should 



themselves fight for their own cause. In his words, "Only the wearer knows where the 
shoe pinches. Only a poor man can know what poverty is and only the exploited 
know what exploitation is." 
 
 

  
In March 1927, in the first conference of untouchables in Bombay, Dr. Ambedkar 

asked them to fight for their rights, give-up dirty habits, and rise to manhood. He had 
believed that without destroying caste system, untouchability could not be abolished. 
Therefore Dr. Ambedkar stressed the necessity of rooting out ideas of highness or 
lowness on caste basis. He asked his followers to fight against their isolation of civil life 
without fear. 

On August 8,1930, as a president of the first session of All India Depressed 
Classes Association, Dr. Ambedkar demanded safeguards for the down-trodden 
untouchables in the constitution. 

Gandhiji had used the word 'Harijan' for untouchables and formed Harijan 
Sevak Sangh for removal of untouchability but Dr. Ambedkar was not impressed by the 
replacement of the word 'Harijan' for untouchables. Therefore, he formed Samata 
Sainik Dal (Social Equality Army). 

In March 1931, in the second session of the Round Table Conference in London, 
Dr. Ambedkar met with stiff opposition from Gandhiji on the question of political rights 
(e.g. reservation of seats in the legislature etc.) for depressed classes demanded by Dr. 
Ambedkar. 

Again on May 23,1932 at the All India Untouchability League at Poona (now 
Pune), Dr. Ambedkar said that he did not want temples or wells or intercaste dinners but 
government service, food, clothing, education and other opportunities. Though he 
succeeded in securing a separate electorate for the depressed classes through Command 
Award of 1932, Gandhiji opposed this and started fast upto death. Dr. Ambedkar had to 
yield to the requests and appeals of the people and withdrew the award to save the life of 
Gandhiji on September 24, 1932 and signed the pact known as Poona-pact, on behalf of 
the depressed classes ensuming separate seats for them. This pact was embodied in the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

On July 2, 1942, Dr. Ambedkar was included in the Executive Council of the 
Viceroy. It was a rare recognition on official level because for the first time, in the 
history of this country, an untouchable man got a place in the highest governing body. 
He was given the Labour Portfolio. Holding the labour portfolio, he worked very hard to 
improve the plights of labourers. 

In 1946, as the interior government was formed and in recognition of his legal 
acumen, he was appointed as the Law Minister. As a Law Minister, he helped the 
depressed classes, in several ways. 
Even though Dr. Ambedkar was a critic, he joined the Congress party to serve the 
depressed classes. By supporting the Congress Party, he tried to get concessions as much 
as possible for the depressed classes from the government. 
In 1956, he founded the Republican Party and this party is st in existance though not 
grown adequately. It is now managed by his scr Prakash Ambedkar.Being disgusted too 
much at the caste system of Hindu societ. Dr. Ambedkar renounced active politics and 
embraced Buddhism and spent the rest of his life propogating Buidhism.Thus, 
throughout his life, Dr. Ambedkar struggled for the upliftment- or empowerment of the 
depressed and weaker sections of the society. 
 
 
 


