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The poem The Rabbit reflects the 

present day situation of the world.

In these days of urbanization and 

industrialization the world is 

constantly losing much of its flora 

and fauna.

Keeping this at the back of his 

mind, Brownjohn writes the poem. 



This is a beautiful poem. It might 

look simple; but for a serious 

student, the seemingly simple 

poem yields a rich harvest of 

thought-provoking ideas.



In the poem Brownjohn presents 

an almost completely urbanized 

and industrialized England left 

with no nature except the last 

rabbit and the last „patch of grass‟. 

The rabbit and the patch of grass 

are exhibited for the public. People 

flock to see the „only rabbit in 

England‟ nibbling grass on the 

„only patch of grass‟.



England is known for its greenery 

and rabbits. The poet visualizes an 

extreme situation wherein man has 

destroyed all rabbits in England 

except one which is being 

exhibited with great fanfare.

“The only Rabbit, 

The only rabbit in England”. 



I Stanza: (Lines 1 to 17)  People 
going to see the rabbit. 

A) People‟s excitement at the 
prospect of seeing the rabbit.

“We are going to see the rabbit.

We are going to see the rabbit.”



B) The question about “which” 

rabbit.

“ Which rabbit, people say?

Which rabbit, ask the children?

Which rabbit? “



C)  The way the rabbit is being exhibited. 

„Sitting behind a barbed-wire fence

Under the floodlights, neon lights, 

Sodium lights, 

Nibbling grass

On the only patch of grass

In England, in England.‟





The rarity of the rabbit has made 

it a piece of exhibition. People 

flock to see this last living rabbit 

in England.



I Stanza

1.People‟s excitement.

2.The question about which rabbit.

3.The way the rabbit is being 

exhibited.



II Stanza: (Lines 18 to 23)

The modes of transport of the people.

“First we shall go by escalator,

Then we shall go by underground, 

And then we shall go by motorway

And then by helicopterway, 

And the last ten yards we shall have 

to go

On foot.”





A)  Technology that has made life 

complicated for man in modern 

times.

Man has made life miserable not 

only for other creatures, but also 

for his own self.



III Stanza:  (Lines 24 to 48)

The scene at the exhibition:

A)  The arrival of visitors at the   exhibition. 

“And now we are going

All the way to see the rabbit, 

We are nearly there, 

We are longing to see it,

And so is the crowd

Which is here in thousands”





B) The arrangements at the

exhibition:

„With mounted policemen

And big loudspeakers

And bands and banners…

But soon we shall see it…‟





• The rabbit is here depicted as a 

commodity of profit.

• The sarcastic element in 

presenting a sad fact with great 

fanfare.



C) The disappearance of the rabbit 

and its effect on the visitors.

„….but something has gone wrong!

Why is everyone so angry,

Why is everyone jostling

And slanging and complaining?

The rabbit has gone‟







„Something has gone wrong‟ is 

very suggestive.

Something has gone wrong with 

the world; something has gone 

wrong with the thinking of man; 

something has gone wrong with 

the wild life.



Here the poet poses two thought-

provoking questions:

“And what shall we do?” – a 

pertinent question that needs to be 

answered.

The next question, “What can we 

do?” hits the nail on the head. It 

suggests a realization of one‟s folly.



III Stanza:

1.The arrival of the visitors at the 

exhibition.

2.The arrangements at the 

exhibition.

3.The disappearance of the rabbit 

and its effect on the visitors.



IV Stanza: (Lines 49 to 56)

The soliloquy of the rabbit.

A) Man‟s self-centeredness and 

callousness that inevitably end in 

disappointment.

“It is a pity, you must disappointed”.





B) The rabbit‟s apprehension.

„Remarking rather sadly to himself, by himself,

As he rests in his warren, under the earth:

„It won‟t be long, they are bound to come,

They are bound to come and find me, even here.‟



C) The ironic note at end of the poem.

For humans watching a rabbit 

nibbling grass would be a 

momentary joy, but the rabbit is 

facing a life and death question; yet 

the poet ironically makes the rabbit 

pity humans.



IV Stanza:

1.Man‟s selfishness that ends in 

disappointment.

2.The rabbit‟s apprehension.

3.The ironic note at the end of the poem.



THE RABBIT

I Stanza:

People going to see the rabbit.

A)  People‟s excitement at the prospect of 

seeing the rabbit.

B)  The question about “which” rabbit.

C)  The way the rabbit is being exhibited.

II Stanza:

The modes of transport of the people.

A) Technology that has made life 

complicated  for man in modern times.



III Stanza:

The scene at the exhibition:

A)  The expectant visitors at the exhibition. 

B)  The arrangements at the exhibition:

i)  Rabbit used as a commodity of profit.

ii)  The sarcastic element in presenting a sad

fact with great fanfare.

C)  The disappearance of the rabbit.

D) The effect of the rabbit‟s disappearance on 

the visitors.

IV Stanza:

The soliloquy of the rabbit.

A) Man‟s self-centeredness and callousness   

that inevitably ends in disappointment.

B)  The rabbit‟s apprehension.

C)  The ironic note at the end of the poem.



Points to be remembered:

1.The people excitedly go to see the only    

rabbit.

2. They travel through different modes to 

reach their destination.

3. They are shocked to know that the 

rabbit had disappeared under the ground.

4. The scared rabbit fears that it would be 

hunted sooner or later.  



Answering the questions



Three types of questions appear in the 

question paper:

1.One mark questions requiring very short 

answers. (a word, a phrase, or a sentence 

each). 12 questions.

2.Four marks questions requiring answers of 

about 80 to 100 words each. 8 questions

3.Six marks question requiring an answer of 

about 200 words. 1 question.



While answering the question 

paper, remember the following 

points:

• Understanding the question 

correctly is essential.



• Knowing the exact meaning of 

the –wh word is helpful in 

understanding the question.

• Noticing the important words in 

the question will further clarify 

the meaning of the question.



One mark questions: 

1. What do the people wish to see in 

the poem The Rabbit?

Ans. The rabbit.

2. What do the children ask the 

people who are going to see the 

rabbit?

Ans. They ask which rabbit the 

people  would see.



3. Which rabbit do the people wish to

see?

Ans. The only rabbit in England.

4. Where do the people expect the 

rabbit  to be seen nibbling the grass?

Ans. Behind a barbed-wire fence.



5. What is the fence made of?

Ans. Barbed-wire.

6.  What do the people expect the 

rabbit to be doing sitting 

behind the barbed wire?

Ans. Nibbling the grass.



7.   The only rabbit is in

a)  America   b) England   c) 

Australia

Ans. B) England.

8. Where is the „patch of grass‟ that 

doesn‟t   count in the poem The 

Rabbit?

Ans. By the hoardings.



9. What is the first means of transport

used by the people?

Ans. Escalator.

10. What is the mode of transport used

after the escalator? 

Ans. Motorway.



11.What is the mode of transport 

used after the motorway?

Ans. Helicopterway.

12. How do the people travel the last 

ten yards in The Rabbit?

Ans. On foot.



13. What distance do the people 

cover on foot in The Rabbit?

Ans. Ten yards.

14. What does the rabbit nibble?

Ans. Grass.



15. Why was everyone suddenly 

angry while at the exhibition?

Ans. Because the rabbit had gone. 

16. Why were the people at the 

exhibition  jostling / slanging / 

complaining?

Ans. Because the rabbit had gone.



17.  In The Rabbit the people were 

disappointed because

a)  the rabbit was quite ordinary

b)  the rabbit had disappeared

c)  they were not allowed to cross 

the fence.

Ans. b) the rabbit had disappeared.

18.  The rabbit had gone under the

a)  table  b)  escalator   c)  ground

Ans. c) ground.



19.Where does the rabbit hide itself       

after going under the earth?

Ans. In the warren.

20.At the end of the poem, the rabbit

disappears into

a)  the forest   b)  London city  

c)  the warren

Ans. c)  the warren.



21. The people returned from the

exhibition with a feeling of

a)  disappointment   

b)  satisfaction         

c)  longing

Ans. a)  disappointment.



Four marks questions:

1. Describe the people who were 

going to see the rabbit.

2.  Bring out the significance of the 

phrases „the only patch of grass‟ 

and „the only rabbit in England‟.



3. Where does the rabbit hide itself 

and what is its apprehension?

4. How is man responsible for the 

present misery of the rabbit?

5.  How does Alan Brownjohn show 

the evil effects of urbanization in 

his poem The Rabbit?



Six marks questions:  

1. M. K. Gandhi said, “Urbanization 

is a cancerous growth”. Do you 
agree that Alan Brownjohn 
concurs with the idea of Gandhi? 
Substantiate.

2. Bring out the irony in the poem 
The Rabbit.



3. How does the poet Alan 

Brownjohn describe the plight of 

endangered species?

4. Bring out the contrast between the 

natural world and the man-made 

world as depicted in the poem The 

Rabbit.

5.  Why does the rabbit become a 

spectacle in England?





Note:

Note making is similar to 

comprehension exercise except 

that we don‟t have to write 

complete sentences as answers. 

Mere words are enough as 

answers.



Purpose:

To develop the skill of making 

notes while reading.



Uses:

Facilitates reading comprehension.

Helps easy recall when required.



Question no. 39

Read the following passage and 

make notes by drawing and filling 

in the boxes given below.



Method of Note Making

1. First read the complete passage 

carefully to know its main subject. 

Most of the times the main subject 

will be the word/words for the first 

box.



2. Next look at the diagram of boxes   

especially paying attention to the 

link words printed along with the 

boxes. These clues will guide you 

in filling the right words in the right 

places.



3. It is of utmost importance to 
notice the numbers given beside 
the boxes. Care should be taken to 
see that the sequence expected is 
not violated.



EXAMPLE  1

Jesus Christ, the founder of 
Christianity, was born in a poor 
family in a province called Judea. 
The province was then a part of the 
Roman Empire. Jesus‟ father 
Joseph was a carpenter. At the age 
of thirty, Jesus was baptized by his 
cousin, John. 



Then he undertook two 

missionary journeys through 

Galilee. Between A.D. 30 and 33, 

he was engaged in the service of 

the poor and the weak. He 

showed them love and sympathy; 

and upheld the importance of 

peace and forgiveness. 
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Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity, was born in a poor family in a 

province called Judea. The province was then a part of the Roman Empire. 

Jesus‟ father Joseph was a carpenter. At the age of thirty, Jesus was baptized 

by his cousin, John. Then he undertook two missionary journeys through 

Galilee. Between A.D. 30 and 33, he was engaged in the eservice of the poor 

and the weak. He showed them love and sympathy; and upheld the importance 

of peace and forgiveness.

Example 1



EXAMPLE  2

Taxation is compulsory levy 

imposed by central and local 

governments. Most taxes are levied 

on income and expenditure. Taxes 

on income and capital gains are 

called direct taxes, while those on 

expenditure, such as VAT, are called 

indirect taxes.
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EXAMPLE  2

Taxation is compulsory levy imposed by central and local 

governments. Most taxes are levied on income and 

expenditure. Taxes on income and capital gains are called 

direct taxes, while those on expenditure, such as VAT, are 

called indirect taxes.



EXAMPLE  3

The Arabian Nights is a collection of 

folk tales from Indian, Persian, and 

Arabian sources. One of the best known 

versions of the work is the English 

translation made by the explorer Sir 

Richard Burton who wrote it between 

1885 and 1888. The tales are told by 

Sheherzade to her husband, a king who 

was in the habit of executing his wife 

soon after the first night of his wedded 

life.
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EXAMPLE  3

The Arabian Nights is a collection of folk tales from Indian, 

Persian, and Arabian sources. One of the best known 

versions of the work is the English translation made by the 

explorer Sir Richard Burton who wrote it between 1885 

and 1888. The tales are told by Sheherzade to her 

husband, a king who was in the habit of executing his wife 

soon after the first night of his wedded life.



Thank you

Presented by,

Dr. Lawrence R. Tatpati


