
The Travel Bureau. 

Answers:  

1. The Lady/Travel agent/woman who is working. 

2. Behind a bright brass rail. 

3. She plans proud journeyings. 

4. With her colorful words. 

5. She sings of the Taj Mahal and Kashmir’s vale. 

6. With her clear detail. 

7. Taj Mahal, Kashmir’s vale. 

8. Sevilla, Fiesole, Fiords. 

9. Spring. 

10.Spring. 

    11. June. 

    12.Bright 

   13. The lady in ‘The Travel Bureau’.  

  14. half-past five 

  15. half-past five 

 16. b. Meek 



17. Timid eye 

18. They suggest the dullness and common place of the lady’s 

life. 

19. Her house 

20. Colorless retreat/dully grey street 

21. Colorless retreat/dully grey street 

 

Paragraph Answer: 

‘The Travel Bureau’ is a Petrarchan sonnet by Ruth Comfort 

Mitchell. This sonnet has two parts called Octave (the first eight 

lines) and Sestet (the next six lines). 

Ruth Comfort Mitchell has employed the tool of contrast very 

effectively to contrast the public image of a woman against the 

private self. We find a contrast between the professional life of 

the woman (the lady) with her personal life. In this poem, the 

speaker presents two different images of the lady and proves 

that “One’s real life is often the life one does not lead” as 

stated by Oscar Wilde. 

The Poem brings out the attractive professional life of a humble 

woman, employed as an executive in a travel agency. The job is 

to put out the different travel offers as alluringly as possible. 

She sits behind bright brass rail and plans proud journeys. 



 She relates in high colored words the places like “The Taj 

Mahal”, “Kashmir’s Vale”, and the Spanish, Italian Tourist 

centers like sevilla, Fiesole respectively. She describes distant 

lands with easy words and appeals to the imagination of the 

customers. It is as though her words take wings and can fly 

beyond the horizon to any part of the globe that she wishes. 

She plans the journey through the long ship of sea between 

steep hills during the spring and June. She is the bard who 

constructs the Ballad and sings it along. 

In the Sestet part, she seems to have the defeatist strain. 

Phrases like ‘meet hat’, ‘timed eye’ mark the absence of 

enthusiasm. Although the poem does not make any direct 

references to disappointment, the last line, “Where she was 

born, where she will always be” has the negative tone. The 

suggestion of inevitable, unavoidable fate is inescapable in the 

word ‘always’.  She withdraws into the quiet, safe, gray house. 

Like this the Sestet reaches a Crescendo to show and conclude 

on the other colorless life of the same woman.  

 

 

 

 

 



COLLOCATIONS 

Answers: 

1. Tell a story 

2. Beautiful girl 

3. Pose a danger 

4. Implement the policy 

5. Strong coffee 

6. Great detail 

7. Seriously ill 

8. Binding force 

9. Commit a mistake 

10. Juicy novel 

11. Lead a mechanical life 

12. Vast ocean 

13. Watch a movie 

14. 14. Long notebook 

15. 15. Handsome man 

16. 16. Raise a family 



17. 17. Lengthy meeting 

18. 18. A Well-done task 

19. 19. Thick wall 

20. 20. Drooping shoulders  

21. 21. Orthodox family 

22. 22. Bite the dust 

23. 23. Make a decision 

24. 24. Long queue 

25. 25. A blank cheque  

WORD PAIRS 

This will be the last question (question No:47). You have to 

match the words from Column A with those in Column B to 

form correct word pairs. 

For Example:  

 

                  Short                         Fast 

                                                    Long 

                                      and       Sweet 

                    Slow                        Steady  



 You may commit mistake by choosing the wrong word pair. 

You may select short and long, slow and fast. So take care that 

you are going to choose a word pair. 

The correct answer is Short and Sweet, Slow and Study. 

1. First and foremost 

2. Pain and pleasure 

3. Ups and downs 

4. Now and then, Now or Never 

5. Thick and thin 

6. Watch and ward 

7. Nook and corner 

8. Here and there 

9. Null and wide 

10. Heart and soul 

11. Bread and butter 

12. Hide and seek 

13. Hook or crook 

14.  Hue and cry 

15.  On and off 



16. Law and order 

17. Day and night 

18. Prose and poetry 

19. Kith and kin 

20. Black and white 

21. Hale and hearty 

22. Leaps and bounds 

23. Part and parcel 

24. Pay and park 

25. True or false 

26. Ladies and gentlemen  

27. Trial and error 

28. Cash and carry 

29. Hard and fast 

30. Length and breadth 

31. Lost and found 

32. Nuts and bolts     

33. Bits and pieces  



34. Far and near 

35. Bow and arrow 

36. Far and wide 

37. Flush and blood 

38. Joy and sorrow 

 

 

 

 


